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Brief History

1770 ς Pigs released by Cook at site of Cooktown. 

1788 ς Pigs introduced into Australia with the First Fleet.

муслΩǎ ς Pigs introduced into North Queensland.
Probably during the Palmer River gold rushes from 
1860 to 1870.

Population levels and distribution are influenced by 
environmental conditions (availability of water, food and 
cover), and the effectiveness of control programs.



Brief History

Feral pigs are a declared animal under the Rural Lands 
Protection Act 1985 as a pest animal due to the 
economic and environmental damage they cause. 

Most agricultural industries suffer some form of 
economic loss to feral pigs and the environment in 
general throughout Queensland suffers a wide range of 
degradation from feral pig activities.



Feral Pig Distribution in Australia.



Feral Pig Distribution in Qld.



Feral Pig Distribution: Cns to Tvl.



Impact of Feral Pigs

Feral pigs (Sus scrofa) are a major pest and significant 
ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǎƛǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ 
$65 billion agricultural industry. 

This is due to their destruction of crops, infrastructure, 
habitat, land and water sources, ability to spread weeds 
and diseases, predation of livestock and impacts on 
biodiversity. 

National Feral Pig Action Plan: 2021-2031 



Impact of Feral Pigs

Damage (including infrastructure costs) caused by feral 
ǇƛƎǎ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ƛǎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ Ϸмлл 
million per annum. 

The total yearly expenditure on feral pig management by 
private landholders (agricultural establishments) has 
been estimated at $47.7 million 

Uncertainty in the estimate means that the actual value 
is likely to be between $39.4 to $64.3 million. 

National Feral Pig Action Plan: 2021-2031 



Calendar Year Pigs controlled Reported loss of sugar cane

2009 807 $1,190,000

2010 948 $719,640

2011 795 $570,000

2012 929 $504,000

2013 652 $478,762

2014 1018 $229,672

2015 796 $220,000

2016 550 $215,000

2017 662 $200,000

2018 550 $250,000

2019 579 $245,000

2020 621 Data Issues

2021 1010 $ 470,000

2022 927 $ 414,800

Hinchinbrook Community Feral Pig Management Program

Saves approx. $1,000,000 per annum



Issues

Apathy

Not getting any / much damage this year

Not reported

Not my problem

Cattle producers, Forestry,

Damage does not directly affect income

Not reported



Damage to Wetlands



Damage to Wetlands



The Hinchinbrook is home to nesting Flatback 
and Green Sea Turtles.



Flatback turtle hatchlings found inside the stomach 
of a feral pig in Lakefield National Park.



Flatback turtle hatchlings found inside the stomach 
of a feral pig in Lakefield National Park.



Population Dynamics ς2 Pigs



Project Squealer
Assessing New Technologies in the 

Management of Feral Pigs

Hinchinbrook Community Feral Pig Management Program



Halifax Bay Wetlands 
National Park Aerial Pig 

Shoot

Tenure Area (Ha)
Easement 11.18
Freehold 3865.09

Lease Lands 206.28
National Park 3895.65

Reserve 564.27
State Land 498.35
No Tenure 705.68

Total 9746.49

Proposal to do an aerial survey 
of feral pig numbers using a UAV 
(drone) mounted with a thermal 
camera.



DJI Matrice 300 RTK with Zenmuse 
H20T Camera System

Sensor Photo Resolution Video Resolution

Zoom Camera
 

20MP 4K video

Wide Camera 12MP 1080p video

Thermal 0.33MP (640 x 512) 640 x 512 video Spectral bands: 8-
мп ˃Ƴ

Laser Range Finder 3 ς 1200m



Gridded Flight Plan


